
Our profession works with quite a range of
commercial undertakings. We note that some are
creative in ways that make us smile. Here are a few

examples from the bail-bond business, all drawn from the
middle Tennessee region, together with the author’s irrev-
erent thoughts. IP

DAVID WINTERS, Winters Patent Law 
WintersPatentLaw@Bellsouth.net.

Their Word is Their Bond, and Their Bond is Their Business
By David D. Winters

For your holiday amusement, David Winters offers a quirky look and his own commentary on a selection
of trademarks and advertisements from the bail-bond business.

We are not convinced that this is quite what Dr. King had
in mind.

Who’d have guessed? Does the 101st Airborne really
need its own bail service?

It’s not a criticism to say you may end up with a real
haircut if you go to this guy.

Apparently, the seventh dwarf has a new business
partner who gives a whole new meaning to the term
“Bond Girl”.
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY SPRING INSTITUTE, 
APRIL 18, 2014 
The IP Section will offer its annual Spring Institute on
April 18 at the Tennessee Bar Center in downtown
Nashville. The program will provide six general hours of
CLE on the following topics:
• Section 101: Software and Bio-Patents. Presenters Gary

Montle & Hilary Lang, Waddey & Patterson P.C.
• Recent Developments in Copyright Law. Presenter

Suzanne Kessler & Laurie Hughes, Hughes-Kessler
Consulting

• Trademark Law: Reverse Confusion. Presenter Paul
Kruse, Bone, McAllester & Norton PLLC

• Right of Publicity. Collegiate Licensing Company
• Design Patents & The Patent Law Treaties Implemen-

tation Act of 2012. Presenter Douglas Johnson, Miller
& Martin PLLC

• Panel Discussion: Pre-Filing Investigations for Intellec-
tual Property Litigation. Presenters Ed Lanquist,

Waddey & Patterson PC, and Mark Graham, The
Graham Law Firm PLLC
Registration begins at 8 a.m. Central time. Don’t miss

this opportunity to network with other practitioners and
speak with our panelists and speakers. IP
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In the global economy, innovation from
anywhere can drive change and create new
opportunities everywhere. Everyone concerned
with innovation as a catalyst for economic
and social development needs to remain
focused on how the value of innovation is to
transform industries, businesses and people’s
lives, not just locally but across the world. 

— Li Yingtao, 
Head of Huawei’s 2012 R&D laboratories.

“In 2002, having spent more than three years in one
residence for the first time in my life, I got called for jury
duty. I show up on time, ready to serve. When we get to
the voir dire, the lawyer says to me, “I see you’re an
astrophysicist. What’s that?” I answer, “Astrophysics is
the laws of physics, applied to the universe — the Big
Bang, black holes, that sort of thing.” Then he asks,
“What do you teach at Princeton?” and I say, “I teach a
class on the evaluation of evidence and the relative
unreliability of eyewitness testimony.” Five minutes later,
I’m on the street.

A few years later, jury duty again. The judge states that
the defendant is charged with possession of 1,700
milligrams of cocaine. It was found on his body, he was
arrested, and he is now on trial. This time, after the Q&A
is over, the judge asks us whether there are any questions
we’d like to ask the court, and I say, “Yes, Your Honor.
Why did you say he was in possession of 1,700 milligrams
of cocaine? That equals 1.7 grams. The ‘thousand’ cancels
with the ‘milli-’ and you get 1.7 grams, which is less than
the weight of a dime.” Again I’m out on the street.”

© Neil deGrasse Tyson 2012; from Space Chronicles:
Facing the Ultimate Frontier (W.W.Norton, NY)

Quotes on Jury Duty 
By Neil deGrasse Tyson, author of Space Chronicles: Facing the Ultimate Frontier
from the Tysonism page on Facebook

Mark Your Calendar
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TENNESSEE TOBACCO? 
The WTO TRIPS Council has taken up an issue that
could have consequences for Tennessee and other tobacco-
growing states. At issue are the consistency with WTO
obligations of laws and regulations that require warning
labels and plain packaging of cigarettes. Discussions have
focused on an Australian law and proposal by Ireland to
require such measures as the use of standard colors and
typefaces instead of trademarks. Australia’s plain packaging
law is the subject of a dispute filed by the Ukraine, DS434:
Australia — Certain Measures Concerning Trademarks and
Other Plain Packaging Requirements Applicable to
Tobacco Products and Packaging. The issue has sparked
considerable international interest, with 35 WTO
Members, including the United States, entered as third
parties. The dispute cites numerous TRIPS articles as well
as GATT 1994 and the Agreement on Technical Barriers
to Trade. This dispute can be read on the WTO website at
http://www.wto.int/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/
ds434_e.htm. 

MICHELLE LEE NAMED USPTO DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
U.S. Secretary of Commerce Penny Pritzker announced
the appointment of Michelle K. Lee as Deputy Under
Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and
Deputy Director of the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office (USPTO). Ms. Lee currently serves as the
Director of the USPTO’s Silicon Valley satellite office. She
will begin her new role on January 13, 2014.

USPTO SEEKING COMMENTS ON PROPOSED RULES 
The USPTO is seeking comments on a proposed amend-
ment to the rules of practice in patent cases to implement
Title I of the Patent Law Treaties Implementation Act of
2012 (“PLTIA”). The PLTIA, which became effective on
December 18, 2013, serves as implementing legislation for
the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the
International Registration of Industrial Designs and the
Patent Law Treaty. The Law will allow applicants to file a
single international design application to acquire global
protection. Once the Hague Agreement and that agree-
ment takes effect in the United States, U.S. applicants will
be able to file a single application to protect an industrial
design which in more than 40 territories. 

“The ability for American industrial design creators to
file a single, English-language application will allow small
and medium sized businesses to easily and swiftly acquire
design protection in multiple markets,” said Commissioner
for Patents Margaret A. (Peggy) Focarino.

The new provisions will standardize formal require-
ments for international design applications; establish the
USPTO as an office through which international design
applications may be filed; provide for substantive exami-
nation by the Office of international design applications
that designate the United States; provide provisional rights
for published international design applications that desig-

nate the United States; and set the patent term for design
patents issuing from both national design applications and
international design applications designating the United
States at 15 years from the date of patent grant.

UNITED STATES AMONG MOST INNOVATIVE NATIONS 
The United States rejoined the five most-innovative
nations, according to the Global Innovation Index 2013.
Switzerland retained its rank as number 1, and the United
Kingdom moved up to number 3, with Hong Kong and
Singapore coming in at numbers 7 and 8, respectively. This
year’s report also examines some of the factors that may
help to foster innovation. 

Two points of interest from the study:
• The GII 2013 shows a striking pattern of stability

among the most innovative nations. Whether we
look at the top 10 or top 25 innovators in the world,
GII rankings show that that while individual coun-
tries swap their respective rankings within these
groups, not a single country moved in or out of such
groups in 2013. 

• [E]merging markets have increased their R&D faster
than high-income countries. Over the last five years,
China, Argentina, Brazil, Poland, India, Russia,
Turkey and South Africa (in that order) have been
at the forefront of this phenomenon. Emerging
markets, and notably China, are also largely driving
the growth in patent filings worldwide.

The study is available from the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization (WIPO) at http://www.wipo.int/
econ_stat/en/economics/gii/. 

USPTO SEEKING PATENT EXAMINERS
The USPTO has been named number one in the 2013
Best Places to Work in the Federal Government rankings
by the non-profit Partnership for Public Service (PPS).
Rankings are based on a survey of more than 700,000 civil
servants from 371 federal agencies and subcomponents
conducted by the Office of Personnel Management
(OPM). The USPTO has consistently risen in the Best
Places to Work rankings since 2009. The USPTO ranked
fifth last year, having risen from 172 in 2007.

USPTO SEEKING PATENT EXAMINERS
The USPTO is seeking to fill “many vacancies” for patent
examiners in the fields of computer engineering, electrical
engineering, and mechanical engineering. Positions will be
filled at GS-7 or -9 (salary range $51,988.00 to $78,881.00),
with promotion potential to grade 13. Applicants must be
U.S. citizens or nationals and possess a technical back-
ground. The duty station for the positions is Alexandria, VA.
Follow this link for all three job announcements: http://
careers.uspto.gov/Pages/PEPositions/Jobs.aspx#alexandriava.
IP

News



GLOBAL IP FILINGS UP 
WIPO has released a report showing that in 2012, global
patent filings reached their fastest growth in 18 years,
growing by 9.2% to reach a total of 2.35 million applica-
tions filed. Industrial-design registrations achieved their
highest rate of growth ever (17%), and trademark filings
increased by 6.0%. For the first time, China is both the
source and destination for filings for the four types of
industrial property tracked by the report. The report credits
the rapid growth of filings in China as the main driver of
global growth in industrial property. The report is available
at http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2013/
article_0028.html#_ftn1.

CANDIDATES ANNOUNCED FOR WIPO DIRECTOR
GENERAL 

The names of four individuals have been submitted for
the position of WIPO Director General. They are Francis
Gurry of Australia, who is the incumbent; Geoffrey
Onyeama of Nigeria; Jüri Seilenthal of Estonia; and
Alfredo Suescum of Panama. Notably, there are no women
candidates, despite the prevalence of women in intellectual
property offices and the bar. The WIPO Coordination
Committee will meet in March to nominate a candidate
for appointment by the WIPO General Assembly on May
8 and 9, 2014.

INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS
The last half of 2013 has seen a significant increase in the
membership of intellectual property agreements. We
welcome the Republic of Kiribati to the WIPO Conven-
tion, effective July 19, 2013. We also welcome Samoa to
the Paris Convention, effective September 21, 2013.

The Madrid Protocol will enter into force with respect
to the Republic of Tunisia, on October 16, 2013. Tunisia
will exercise the right to notify a refusal in 18 months and
elects to receive an individual fee for registrations and
renewals. Rwanda’s membership became effective on
August 17, 2013. With Tunisia, this brings the total
Madrid Protocol membership to 91. 

The Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks gained
the following new members: Benelux Organization for
Intellectual Property (Belgium, Luxembourg and the
Netherlands), effective January 8, 2014; Luxembourg and
Belgium, at a date to be notified later; Germany, effective
on September 20, 2013; Armenia, effective September 17,
2013; and the Republic of Lithuania, effective on August
14, 2013. 

New Zealand acceded to the Nice Agreement, effective
October 16.

New members of the Patent Law Treaty include the
United States, effective December 18, 2013; Spain, effec-
tive November 6; Armenia, on September 17; and Saudi
Arabia, effective August 3. 

Iran ratified the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT),
effective October 4, and Saudi Arabia’s membership

became effective August 3, bringing the total number of
PCT members to 148. 

Qatar acceded to the Budapest Treaty on December 6;
its membership will be effective on March 6, 2014. The
United Kingdom made a notification of fees as of June 27
for the National Collections of Industrial, Food and
Marine Bacteria (NCIMB). On October 21, the United
Kingdom extended the list of microorganisms accepted for
deposit by the NCIMB to include plant cell tissue cultures.
On April 26, the United States added the Provasoli-Guil-
lard National Center for Marine Algae and Microbiota
(NCMA) as a depositary. 

Belgium ratified the Geneva Act of the Hague Agree-
ment concerning the International Deposit of Industrial
Designs on June 7, and the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg
acceded to the Geneva Act on September 3. For both coun-
tries, the Geneva Act will enter into force at a later date.
Brunei Darussalam acceded on September 24, with an
effective date of December 24. 

Two countries deposited instruments of acceptance of
the termination of the London Act of the Hague Agree-
ment, which was agreed in 1925 and last revised in 1934.
Senegal deposited its instrument on August 21, 2013, and
the Republic of Benin deposited its instrument on
September 19. The termination will become effective on a
date to be determined when the required number of
acceptances is reached.

Poland acceded to the Locarno Agreement on October
22. The Locarno Agreement will enter into force for
Poland on January 22, 2014.

The Berne Convention gained a new member, when
Mozambique joined on August 22, and an extension of its
application to an additional territory. On October 21, the
United Kingdom deposited a declaration extending the
United Kingdom’s ratification of the Berne Convention to
the territory of the Bailiwick of Jersey. The extension will
enter into force on January 31, 2014.

The People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria acceded to
the WIPO Copyright Treaty and to the WIPO Performances
and Phonograms Treaty on October 31, 2013; both treaties
will be effective as to Algeria on January 31, 2014. The
People’s Republic of China deposited declarations making
its WIPO Copyright Treaty membership and its WIPO
Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT) membership
applicable to the Macao Special Administrative Region,
effective November 6, 2013. China provided in its declara-
tion with regard to the WPPT that the Macao Special
Administrative Region would not be bound by Article 15(1)
with regard to the right of producers of phonograms and
further provided that with respect to the right of performers
stipulated in that article, the relevant laws of the Macao
Special Administrative Region would apply.

Botswana has ratified the Beijing Treaty on Audiovi-
sual Performances. The Treaty will take effect on a date
to be determined when it has enough members to
become effective. IP
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